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Dr. SM. Ramaswamy 
Vice Chancellor 
Gandhigram Rural Institute 
Deemed University 
Gandhigram 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Dr. A.R. Santhakumar,IITM, Chennai 
Dr. C. Natarajan,NIT,Trichy 
Dr.T.Sundarararajan,PEC,Puducherry 
Dr.B.V.Venkatrama Reddy,IISc, Bangaloru 
Dr. D.Venkat Reddy, NITK,Surathkal 
Dr.N.S.Nagarajan, Dean, FROS, GRI 
Dr. R.Seerangarajan, Director i/c, RTC, GRI 
Dr.R.Balasubramanian, GRI 
Dr.K.Somasundaram, GRI 
Dr. R. Udhayakumar, GRI 
Dr.M.G.Sethuraman, GRI 
Dr.N.D.Mani, GRI 
Dr.G.P.Ganapathy,VIT,Vellore 
Dr.C.J.Kumanan, Bharathidasan University, 
Trichy 
Dr.N.Mahendran, PSNA CET, Dindigul 
Dr.V.Kirubaharan, GRI 
COORDINATOR 
Dr.K.Mahendran, RTC, GRI. 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
1. Mr. R.T.Balamurali,        RTC, GRI 
2. Mr. A.Zahir Hussain,      RTC, GRI 
3. Mrs. B.Sangeethavani,  RTC, GRI 
4. Mr. C. Giri Prasad,        RTC,  GRI 
LOCATION 

GRI is located in a serene rural setting 
and lies in the cradle between Sirumalai Hills 
on one side and Kodai Hills on the other side. 
It is 11 kms, south of Dindigul in the Dindigul . 
Madurai NH7and 54 kms, north of Madurai. 
The nearest railway station is Ambathurai and 
the railway junction is Dindigul. The nearest 
airport is at Madurai 

WEATHER 
The weather in Gandigram is pleasant 
during March. 
 
POST SEMINAR TOUR 
 
Post seminar tours will be arranged on 
request and 
payment to Kodaikanal Madurai 
Rameswaram, 
provided there is sufficient demand. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
All correspondence may be addressed to: 
Dr. K.MAHENDRAN 
Coordinator 
National Seminar on Problems & 
Prospects in Habitat Development 
Rural Technology Centre 
Gandhigram Rural Institute 
Gandhigram-624 302, Dindigul,  
Tamil Nadu. 
 
Email : nspphd2010@gmail.com 
Website : www.ruraluniv.ac.in 
Mobile :+919976283987 
Phone: 0451- 2452371, 72, 73 Extn. 2046 
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GANDHIGRAM RURAL INSTITUTE 
Gandhigram was designed by choice, by the 
dedicated disciples of Gandhiji and the 
freedomfighters, Dr.G.Ramachandran and 
Dr. T. S.Soundaram, soon after the triumph 
of ourfreedom struggle. Gandhigram Rural 
Institutewas one of the 14 Rural Institutes 
functionedunder one umbrella of National 
Council forRural Higher Education. 
GRI has created a niche in the educational 
mapof India. A congenial climate for 
teaching anda conducive atmosphere for 
learning, lure theteachers and students from 
far and near. Thethree dimensional 
approach of teaching,research and 
extension has won nationalrecognition and 
the status of DeemedUniversity was 
conferred in 1976. The instituteis accredited 
with FIVE STAR STATUS byNAAC. 
RURAL TECHNOLOGY CENTRE (RTC) 
This centre is the technology wing of GRI 
functioning since 1988 with the objectives to 

·   develop appropriate habitat 
technologies, alternative 
technologies and delivery systems. 

·   collaborate with the government for 
habitat development through 
technologyplans. 

·  develop youth cadres forscience and 
technology delivery 

RTC also adds technology dimension to the 
Rural Institute by designing innovative 
ourses and training programmes. Presently 
RTC offers a four year B.Tech Civil 
Engineering (Habitat Development) with the 
approval of UGC and AICTE, New Delhi. 
 

 
ABOUT THE SEMINAR 
The two day National Seminar aims at 
providing a platformfor academics, 
researchers,  professionals and the students 
for dissemination of knowledge in the field of 
Civil Engineering and to discuss the 
problems and prospects of Habitat 
Development in the changed context of 
globalization and the threat of global climate 
change.The seminar includes plenary 
lectures, invited talks and presentation of 
original research papers in 
 

·   Cost- effective building materials / 
 technologies 

·   Disaster management & mitigation 
·   Repairs & rehabilitation of structures 
·   Solid waste management 
·   Sustainable technology development 
·  Environmental issues in habitat 
·   Remote sensing in habitat 

development 
·   Innovative housing designs and 

           technologies 
·   Promotion of social housing scheme 
·   Traditional architecture and habitat    

knowledge system 
·   Housing issues 
 

Original research papers are invited for 
presentation in the national seminar. Two 
copies of the full paper not exceeding ten 
pages are to be sent to the Coordinator on 
or before 15th  February, 2010. The paper 
should be prepared in the format given in 
the University Website. 
 

 
PUBLICATION OF THE SEMINAR 

PROCEEDINGS 
 
All accepted papers will be published in the 
Seminar Proceeding with ISBN number. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Last date for receipt of full paper : 15.02.10 
Intimation of acceptance : 18.02.10 
Last date for submission of 
Camera ready paper : 22.02.10 
Last date for registration : 22.02.10 
Only the papers of authors who have paid the 
Registration fee on or before the due date will 
be included in the seminar proceedings. 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
 
Registered participants will be provided 
accommodation on request, in the Guest House 
on payment of Rs. 85 per day for Non. A/C room 
and Rs.200 per day for A/C room. 
Accommodation in hotels at Dindigul will be made 
on request. Working lunch will be provided to all 
participants during the seminar days. 
 
REGISTRATION FEE 
 
Delegates                                        Rs. 1000 
Students / Scholars                         Rs.   500 
Registration fee may be sent as DD in favour of 
The Registrar, GRI  payable at Canara Bank, 
Gandhigram or SBI, Ambathurai to the 
Coordinator, NSPPHD 2010 . 
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